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Abstract 
As one of the prominent civil crimes increasingly committed during the current decade, extortion is considered as some 
commitment against social security which leads to robbing individuals' belongings through exercising violence or utilizing different 
weapons. Criminology science not only emphasizes on the criminals' behaviour with regard to the commitment of crimes but also 
underscores the victims' behaviour with respect to the realization of criminal phenomenon. Hence, the behaviour and manner of 
victims cannot be overlooked with reference to the commitment of crime. The current study focuses on the victims' role in the 
commitment of extortion crime as a potential factor. 
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Introduction 
With the advent of different schools regarding social defence which has directed toward more accurate and broader 
attitude toward the crime phenomenon, victims along with the committed crime and criminals have been scrutinized 
by the criminologists. Thereby, such an issue led to a new field in science termed as victimology. This field directly 
investigates the victim damaged by the crime. A plethora of studies within the field of criminology have found that 
the victims have important roles in the formation of crime. In other words, the victims have got important parts in the 
act of crime and his or her behaviour influences on the crime formation since the victim is considered as one of the 
most basic causes of the pre-criminal situation. Victims can play important roles in committing the crime through a 
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variety of ways. For instance, the victim may arouse the criminal to commit the crime through uttering some words 
and phrases or though doing some activities. Jeremy Bentham holds that when the criminal decides to commit the 
crime, first and foremost just like an economist, he or she both evaluates and judges the benefits and demerits of the 
crime. Hence, one may not be able to ignore the victim's manner and behaviour in the formation of the crime. In other 
words, victims are considered as the main influential factors in the formation of crime; therefore, a plethora of studies 
within the fields of criminology and legal rights have underscored and have investigated such a fact from different 
angles. Some of the crimes such as killing and hitting others are committed through exercising force and violence. 
One of the most evident instances of such dangerous crimes is extortion or robbing others through harassing them.  
  With reference to the above-mentioned issues, the current study aims to investigate the criminal policy of Iran 
regarding the victim in committing the crime of extortion. It is evident that not only the criminal is regarded as the 
culprit of the committed crimes but also the victim may be considered as the trigger for the crime to occur. Moreover, 
with reference to the legal punishments of Iran, no measures have been taken to pursue the victim legally. Hence, this 
study tries to suggest some solutions to ameliorate this problem with regard to committing the crime of extortion. 
1. Victimization 
  The concept of victimization has gradually separated from the term 'sacrifice' and has synchronized with being 
damaged in the legal literature. Therefore, the victim suffers from some damage that the criminal has caused (Nour 
Mohammadi &Ebeahimi, 2010). In other words, victims are those whose personal territories have been damaged 
and most of the individuals within one's society mention such a fact (Lopez & Filo Zola, 2000). As one of the most 
prominent Canadian criminologists, Ezzat Abdolfattah considers two types of victimization: 
x The specific victim is the one who has received damage. 
x The non-specific victim is considered as social or legal victim in the institutional viewpoints (Najafi Abarand 
Abadi, 2001).  
 
  In his book titled 'The Study of Victimization', Paul Separovich expresses that victims are individuals who suffer 
from the symptoms and repercussions of the criminal incident. Alongside the concept of victimization, he used the 
term 'survivors' referring to those individuals who were victims previously; nevertheless, such survivors may not be 
considered as victims now. On the other hand, there exist victimless crimes within the field of criminology sciences. 
Such crimes do not possess any specific victims; however, they are considered as illegal because of trespassing 
behavioural principles (Schur. 1995). In other words, the so-called victimless crimes or the crimes committed with 
satisfaction are any activity which may not damage other individuals in terms of physical or financial dimensions. 
Also, these crimes can be interpreted as the activities which are done with satisfaction and are considered as illegal 
due to the existing laws.  
  As one of the branches of neo-criminology, victimization brings about arguments to investigate and to determine 
the causality of crimes. Specifically, despite some of the criminologists believe that the criminal's personality is 
considered as important in performing the criminal activity (from the state of potentiality toward practicality), other 
experts in the field underscore the significant role of situation regarding the victim(s).  Georges Hoyer holds that the 
factors pertaining to the individual(s) who trigger(s) the occurrence of the current situation is regarded as prominent 
in the formation of criminal activity since the victim is actually a basic factor in the pre-stage criminal condition. 
Hence, it is evident that the selection of a victim is not just carried out by a simple accident (Esmaeilian, 2012). Many 
attempts, since the early formation of societies, have been done to prevent the commitment of crimes on behalf of the 
scientists and scholars in the field of criminology. Nonetheless, some researchers have emphasized on the role of the 
victim(s) through a new approach in preventing crimes to occur. Moreover, it has been mentioned that for a specific 
crime to occur, three synchronized elements are needed. They consist of the existence of a motivated individual who 
commits the crime, the non-existence of any effective barricade for the formation of the crime, as well as the existence 
of a potential goal (Cohen, 1979). This new approach which tries to base its tenets on this issue meaning directing the 
crime toward the victim is regarded as situational crime prevention in the Iranian criminologists' works (Rohami, 
2010). 
 The first systematic investigation of crimes were scrutinized the Hentig's (1948) book entitled 'The Criminal and 
His/hers Victim'. In chapter four of his book entitled 'Cooperation of the victim for the Creation of Criminals', Hentig 
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criticized the study of one-dimensional static criminals and suggested that instead of such a view, a dynamic two-
dimensional theory should be replaced which deploys an equal attitude toward both the criminal and the victim. He, 
also, criticized the legal difference between the criminals and the victims with reference to their legal rights.  
  Furthermore, Hentig mentioned three concepts with regard to the relationships between the criminals and the 
victims: 
x Criminal-victim (criminal-victim-criminal) 
x Hidden victim 
x Unique relationship between victim and criminal 
 Moreover, he scrutinized another issue concerning the prior talents or backgrounds of the victims which directs 
the individual toward committing crimes. He believes that some social classes such as women, children, youngsters, 
elders, religious and ethnic minorities, immigrants, as well as those who are referred to as sub-normal or defective 
minded possess the prior talent/background to act as the victim. (Najafi Abrand Abadi, 2011).  
1.1. Analysis of victimization process  
One way of ensuring social justice is to support victims and crime prevention, to alleviate poverty, as well as to 
provide financial aid to the poor. Unlike cognitive theories of crime which pay little attention to situational factors 
were crucial crime, the main purpose of cognitive theories of crime that pay little attention to crucial situational 
factors regarding crime investigation, the main goals of criminal theories such as rational choice theory and lifestyle 
theory should be directed toward the investigation of social processes and cognitive events as crucial causes of 
crime in the process of rational decision-making for criminals to commit crimes.  
1.1.1. Rational Choice Theory:  
The rational theory has been recognized through the studies carried out by Cornish and Clarke (1987 & 1986). This 
approach enjoys a guiding principle in that human behaviour is purposeful and deliberate, when individuals are 
hesitant in making decision, they choose the best way which is consistent with their goals; hence, they calculate the 
gains and the losses by the way they have treated. Thus, deviant behaviour is considered as a personal decision as well 
as a rational assessment which occurs after evaluating positive and negative consequences of deviant behaviour. In 
addition, this theory builds on the possibility of exercising same judgements and assessments for all individuals. 
Rational choice theory explains the motivations and the reasons the criminals have for committing the crime and holds 
that choosing a criminal deed is based upon the criminal behaviour and personal characteristics. Clark holds that 
current laws should view the criminal as an economic decision-maker who chooses the best options to gain the best 
advantages for rational decision-making. 
1.1.2. Routine Activity theory 
  The theory of routine activity is associated with the Larry Kohn and Markosen Falsen (1979). It tries to answer 
the questions of:  
A) What kind of factors facilitate the commitment of crime?  
B) To what extent do the situations and conditions of the criminal significant in the commitment of crime?  
Daily activity includes any normal social activity which is necessary in meeting the human's basic needs. Some 
individuals base on their activities in the direction of committing crimes; therefore, they are more ideal to become 
criminals due to the situations they are involved in. Moreover, Kohn and Markosen Falsen (1979) believe that for a 
specific type of crime to occur, three factors come into play: The existence of 
A. motivated criminals who are likely to commit crimes, such as the unemployed, the young orphans 
B. sufficient and attractive objectives such as unsecure houses and unlocked cars. 
C. lowly-protected targets such as the absence of landlords, police, neighbours.  
  Hence, this theory underscores the importance of opportunity element in committing crime. Moreover, the experts 
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in the field not only focused on the above-mentioned factors, but also emphasized on the changes leading to social 
mal-functioning. They, also, hold that social changes bring about the opportunity to commit the crime simultaneously. 
1.1.3. Lifestyle Theory 
  This theory was developed by Gut Fred son, Handling, and Garufalu (1978) who investigated the reasons behind 
the exposure of some classes of individuals to the danger of being victimized; while, other groups of people are not 
threatened. The theory underscores the fact that committing crime does not occur accidentally and that becoming a 
criminal is based upon individuals' lifestyles. This theory underscores the regular distribution of victimization in terms 
of victims' lifestyles and space and time circumstances. Therefore, based on the decisions that individuals make 
concerning their lifestyles, the probability of victimization is relatively predictable. In addition, the reasons behind the 
victimization of some individuals imply their choice of lifestyles which lowers or heightens the potentiality of being 
victimized. Benjamin Mendelsohn draws upon the interactions between victims and criminals with reference to three 
issues: 
x Completely innocent victims such as victimized children,   
x Victims sharing crime commitment, and  
x Victimized criminal: an individual seeking criminal action against another person, but he or she will be 
victimized (Borjali & Abdol maleki, 2011). 
  Today, criminologists' attention has shifted away toward victimization and the maternal and spiritual damages 
caused by it. Also, many scholars in the field of criminology have attempted to suggest laws which compensate for 
the damages. In this line of research, the theory of recompensing justice has been proposed (Najafi Abrand Abadi, 
2003). This theory holds that criminal behaviour should initially be regarded as trespassing someone's territory by 
another person. When a type of crime is committed, the victim is affected by the damage not the government. In other 
words, it is the criminal, not the government, who has caused damage to the victim; hence, he or she must compensate 
for and fix the damage that he or she has caused (Zehr, 1990). 
2.1. Effective Victims in Terms of Victimization 
  Some victims play roles through a plethora of ways that they are not guilty and that they have been victimized. 
Generally, they pave the way for their being victimized in two ways: 
2.1.1. Victimization Due to the Victim's Role (The Inchoate Property) 
  Some victims behave in a way that they provide sufficient ground for the criminal to commit the specific type of 
crime. Therefore, their actions directs the criminal in the way of committing crime. For instance, the victim may 
stimulate the criminal through his manner and conduct such as expressing some words which cause the criminal to 
act. Nevertheless, the victim may not be conscious of the consequences of his or her conduct. It should be noted that 
the victim's satisfaction is considered as an important factor in that the victim's relative or nurse may commit a specific 
type of crime due to feeling sympathy with the victim. Such cases pave the way for the formation of crime stimulation 
in the criminal's mind. Hence, the lawmaker takes into account even the behaviour and conduct of victims as the most 
prominent reasons of deciding on the level of responsibility for the criminal. 
2.1.2. Victimization Due to Victim's Characteristic (Potential Properties) 
  The victim may stimulate the criminals to commit crime through his or her unique characteristics. The most important 
characteristics are the closeness or proximity, attractibility, and accessibility or availability of the victim. 
a. Proximity or closeness: when people are close to each other physically and materially, the possibility of causing 
conflicts is further increased: hence, the possibility of committing crime is increased. Physical proximity leads to 
enhanced relationships and consequently leads to increased exacerbated tension between the parties and eventually 
paves the way for victimization. Moreover, this feature is very important in crimes regarding sexual relationships. 
b. Victim's attractibility: attractibility may be available in several forms and can be discussed from different 
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perspectives. Victims of sex crimes may be considered attractive due to their appearance, their tone of uttering words, 
as well as their covering. In financial crimes, attractibility refers to the amount of the victim's property and wealth. 
c. Accessibility and availability: in many cases, the availability of the victim plays a major role in criminal 
tendencies. Personal characteristics, family features, and occupational activities and behaviours can make the victims 
easy targets for being victimized. 
2. Extortion  
  One of the specific urban crimes that have gained prominence in recent decades is extortion. Based on the 
perspectives on social pathology, extortion means action against social security of individuals and stealing their 
property through exercising violence and using weapons that sometimes cause the victim's injury or death. As a simple 
example, one may point to a pedestrian who passes with a plastic full of money across a heavy traffic street, or a car 
which is left open with the engine on, and so on. Criminology holds that if a person (i.e., a criminal) mugs the first 
person's money or steals the second person's car; both of the victims play some role in the formation of crime due to 
the fact that both victims have facilitated the act of crime. Although this does not mean that victims are punished or 
the criminal's sin of theft or falter is reduced, individuals are able to take precautionary measures to protect themselves 
from the criminals without weathering the roots of crime. Due to the bitter realities on extortion discussion, we can 
observe some simple tips to immune ourselves from the mishaps of crimes. Muggers usually identify and attack their 
victims, who possess a considerable amount of money, as their targets through wandering the banks. Also, such 
criminals may pursue those who have bought gold and jewellery from the market and attack at the right time. Extortion 
is actually a kind of offensive action which breaches the social order. The difference between extortion and theft is 
that the latter is committed stealthily; nevertheless, extortion is committed with exercising violence. Hence, based on 
the above-mentioned issues, extortion can be defined as mugging others' personal properties in the public which is, 
sometimes, committed through exercising violence and causing injuries to the victims. 
2.1. Extortion and Criminal Statistics 
  The age range of individuals who commit extortion is usually between 16 to 27 years, and 85 percent of them are 
addicted to drugs, especially psychotropic drugs. Also, most of the muggers are often equipped with weapons such as 
knives, firearm metatarsus, and boxing tools. Moreover, 82.4 percent of muggers are male who ride motorcycles as a 
passenger right behind the rider. 
2.2. Extortion Types 
  Extortion or mugging in the streets are committed in the form of taxi robbery, robbery with the use of anaesthetic's 
food, robbing children's gold, robbery as a form of anti-narcotics agents dressed as police officers, as well as robbing 
private residences through entering them as water, electricity or gas agents or the like. 
2.3. The Punishment of Extortion 
  Iranian lawmakers have codified strict punishments for these types of violent punishments. In case that the robbing 
is committing through resorting to weapons or to teasing others, the criminal is punished by 10 years of captivity. 
Furthermore, if the crime is committed in a way that the public's security is threatened, the laws dictate that based on 
the level of the crime it can be considered as 'Moharebeh' (War against Moslem). In this line, the lawmaker has 
codified strict punishments such as capital punishment for muggers. Although the new codified laws of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran have reduced the punishments with reference to light crimes, extortion is regarded as a strict type of 
crime which the laws do not postpone the punishments of such muggers. It seems that the new vision of the Justice 
Department is based on devising strict counter-measures for this kind of 'crime-like measure'; hence, the crime rate 
for such offence has reduced dramatically. Robbery, extortion, and Moharebeh are considered as similar types of 
crimes; therefore, their related punishments are, to some extent, alike. However, the question is: What is the difference 
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between robbery and mugging with teasing others? Both of these crimes may be adapted to extortion and the person 
who commits them is considered as 'Mohareb' and is condemned to capital punishment. In order to find the answer to 
the above-mentioned question, the following issues are very crucial. Firstly, to consider someone 'Mohareb' due to 
robbery through teasing others, two conditions should be met: a) carrying weapons and b) scaring the public. Secondly, 
the two above-mentioned crimes are committed if the two conditions are met. However, when our focus is robbery, 
its main element is exercising violence through coercing victims to give up what they possess which is called extortion. 
The mugger, hence, must be condemned to capital punishment. Nevertheless, if the criminal is able to demonstrate 
the mild conditions of the crime, 'Tazir' (i.e., less amount of punishment) may be operated. 
  In addition, when we talk about the robbery through teasing others, our primary hypothesis is that the mugger 
carries weapons and scares the people. When these two issues are confirmed, the lawmaker calls the criminal 
"Combatant". Shakoori (1998) asserts that for being a "Combatant", there exists no difference among using different 
weapons. Also, in case causing fear in among people in public is equipped with utilizing weapons, lawmakers do not 
tolerate such an issue and call the fight against these criminals as "Combatant". Hence, strict laws are codified to 
prevent causing fear regardless of its source within the society. Among the viewpoints which deal with punishing 
muggers, two of them, namely the white and the black, are crucial to investigate. The former underscores the 
exacerbation of punishments for the perpetuators of such crimes. Also, the white viewpoint asserts that capital 
punishment can reduce the rate of crimes; hence, the process of enforcing capital punishment for these criminals 
continues to be prioritized in laws. The latter perspective holds that we are not able to fight and to prevent these crimes 
with capital punishment. In other words, the roots of such damages should be found elsewhere. For instance, in one 
of the capital punishment scenes, some photographs were taken and were shown on the internet as he was crying on 
the police officer's shoulder. Thereby, a wave of sympathy was created in the virtual environment and many people 
expressed their sympathy with him. Perhaps, there should be a mediatory perspective in between these two viewpoints. 
Surely, nobody is against exercising strict laws for preventing muggers and robbers who extort innocent people and 
cause fear in public. Nonetheless, the existence of laws such as capital punishment may frighten the criminals not to 
commit crimes in a short period of time, but in the long run, its influence may disappear. Maybe, the establishment of 
the two organizations of 'Prevention' and 'Strategy' help to predict the crime commitment. Therefore, such 
organizations are responsible for the reduction of crime rate and should not just codify strict punishments after the 
crime's commitment.  
2.4. Extortion Reasons from the Sociological Perspective 
  Economic factors such as unemployment, poverty, and addiction significantly influence crime commitment. 
Moreover, cultural factors such as low social morality, disappearance of religious values, poor family upbringing 
cause 95 percent of muggers not to pass higher education. Also, a majority of them are dropped out of or expelled 
from their schools (Fars News, 2012). The main psychological reason in extortion is addiction to drugs, specifically 
industrial psychotropic substances because these drugs will cause loss of consciousness and self-confidence in people 
that do not assess the consequences of their behaviour. Muggers hurt others with sadistic violence and enjoy assaulting 
others.  
2.5. Environmental Reasons of Extortion 
  Usually, quiet streets and alleys, lack of police force in dark pass ways are the main environmental reasons for 
extortion. Unfortunately, despite the police hints and recommendations on observing safety rules when withdrawing 
money from banks and not having jewellery and gold with themselves when going out, and also not utilizing vehicles 
which do not have safety, we witness the repetitive occurrence of these crimes. The main psychological reason for 
extortion is addiction to drugs, specifically industrial psychotropic substances because these drugs will cause loss of 
consciousness and self-confidence in people that do not assess the consequences of their behaviour. Approximately, 
40 percent of crimes which involve extortion deal with criminals who exercised sexual harassment and 15 percent of 
them have successfully accomplished harassing others sexually.  
2.6. The Exacerbating Factors of Extortion 
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  Unemployment, addiction, and violence in the society are considered as the exacerbating factors of such a crime. 
However, psychological studies have revealed that social frustrations, failures, and perceived discrimination pave the 
way for psychological readiness of extortion. Fars News in Iran scrutinized that 79 percent of muggers have criminal 
records and form their core elements within the prisons.  
3. Solutions for Extortion Crisis 
  Some scholars have supported victims through reducing the rate of crimes. They, also, hold that beside the 
dimensions to victimization values, supporting victims prevents committing crimes dramatically since it withholds 
repeated victimization and acts as a barrier to stop the transformation of victims to would-be criminals. Consequently, 
the situation is similar to doctors' attempt to treat patients who are ill even if such patients intervened in their becoming 
ill due to the fact that such endeavour is actually to eliminate the transmission of disease to other individuals within 
one's society. (Tavajohi A, 2008). We have to withhold any attempt which leads to extortion through resorting to three 
variables: 
x Strengthening the Iranian value system through families, media, and the government. 
x Codifying strict punishments in order to fight extortion. 
x Preventing to give criminal labels to perpetuators of crime.   
  The first factor, just mentioned above, is operational in the long run and the second factor works simultaneously 
with the first factor. Moreover, codifying effective laws, exacerbating the punishments for the act of mugging, 
increasing the level of social education which is regarded as a withholding factor, and reducing extortion through 
observing the police recommendations all and all help to clean our society from the malignant tumour of extortion. 
Finding solutions to a social issue or crisis does not necessarily mean that the problem will be eradicated, but it means 
that it will be reduced to an optimum level in accordance with the population characteristics of one's society. 
Furthermore, crime should be defined operationally with reference to the high expenses for the Justice Department 
and heavy burden on the people's shoulders to tolerate and fight such offence within their community in a way that 
the criminal chooses between trouble and freedom. Hence, strengthening the value, norm-providing, and cultural 
Iranian-Islamic system through an operational program and also through every person's collaboration is the best 
solution in the long run for reducing the social abnormalities. 
4. The Role of Peoples' Collaboration in the Prevention of Extortion 
  One of the most important factors in preventing extortion, especially in the streets and pass ways is people's 
collaboration. Nonetheless, in some cases, when a crime such as extortion is committed in the pass ways, other 
individuals just stay and gaze at the crime scene instead of assisting the victim. In order to ameliorate the situation, 
we have to teach the culture of collaboration and responsibility for assisting each other in times of trouble since such 
a feeling results in the reduction of crime rate in one's society. The other solution to the problem is quick investigation 
of the Justice Department of such violent crimes such as extortion. Hence, the courts should prioritize the cases 
concerning violent crimes and execute the court's vote in public in that others watch the result of committing such 
crimes closely. As the would-be criminals understand the result of extortion and the quick investigation of the courts 
with reference to such cases, they will refrain from committing such violent crimes. 
5. Conclusions 
  Supporting victims plays a crucial role in reducing the rate of crime, achieving justice, recreating the victim's face 
and personality, as well as compensating for the financial and mental damages. In addition, victims' significant 
influence in the formation of crimes is undeniable since they play important roles to stimulate the criminals' sense of 
violence in the pre-stage of the actual commitment of crimes.  Also, one is able to claim that the selection of victims 
is not just a haphazard and random phenomenon. Victims can play important roles in committing the crime through a 
variety of ways. For instance, the victim may arouse the criminal to commit the crime through uttering some words 
and phrases or though doing some activities. Some activities such as education, abhorring teasing others, respect for 
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others, fear of punishment all and all may withhold the criminal to commit the crime. However, a mugger is a person 
who cannot be influenced by such moral and social barriers and who cannot be controlled to act according to the 
norms of one's society. Along with the victim's role in the formation of crimes, other variables such as poverty, 
economic and social inequalities, unemployment rate, education, immigration, past experiences, and the mental state 
of the individual, the ability of police force all result in the commitment of violent crimes. Taking necessary measures 
to reduce the rate of violent crimes are subject to the recognition of the effective factors in the formation of such 
crimes. Therefore, in case we do no pay sufficient attention to such important factors, we may not be able to prevent 
these crimes from occurring. Supporting the victims of extortion necessitates a thorough investigation, an accurate 
programming, as well as sufficient budget on behalf of the Justice Departments and Organizations since the current 
conditions are not yet suitable to withhold the formation of crimes. In fact, our criminal policy needs to be reformed 
and developed based on scientific studies through Islamic teachings, United Nation's protocols, and other countries' 
laws in order to establish a well-designed culture to control violent crimes.  
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